Parish Register - September
Funerals
With our sincere condolences to all who are bereaved

30th August - Jim Grigor 149 Findhorn

*** 

A Scottish Soldier

The Kirk Session and community of Findhorn have lost one its hardy sons and great characters in the passing of Jim Grigor at the age of 91years. Born at Findhorn in 1917, Jim was to embark on a full-time career in the Army spanning some 30 years. His wartime experiences were straight out of the pages of the ‘Boys Own Paper’ earning him the Military Medal for gallantry as well as the respect of his peers. In the post-war years, he saw service in a number of countries and it was whilst serving in Uganda as a Regimental Sergeant Major that he was proud to be asked to accompany the late Queen Mother on a fishing expedition. In his latter years he was always seen around the village, smartly dressed, often in his kilt and aye wearing his ‘Glengarry’ bonnet. He will be sadly missed as an Elder of the Kirk, but especially so to his family Ishbel and Hamish, and to his grandchildren and great grandchildren to whom we extend our sincere condolences.           
Our Sincere Thanks…

To local man John Reeves who has crafted and sensitively replaced the door of our refurbished store room - and under the eyes of the Master Carpenter! It is good to know that there are those in our local community with such skills and an eye for detail.    

October Competition 

Which animal noise sounds like an Old Testament character whose animal lay down before an angel of the Lord? Name the character and the animal.
Answers please to the Manse before the end of British Summer Time! 

And Finally…

Maths Teacher- “How many feet are there in a field of 340 horses, 230 cows,105 sheep and a shepherd?”

Farmer’s Son – “Two, all the rest have hooves!” 
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From the Manse…

By the time you read this month’s newsletter, we shall all know whether or not there has been a Big Bang. Now, I’m not talking about the day that I left the vestry door open on a windy day, resulting in an unholy clatter that shook the whole church! Mind you, even that could have just been a sign of a ‘quantum fluctuation’. This has been described as everything that happens having a cause – for example, stone flying though air towards window – followed by effect of window shattering which becomes cause of next effect – boy sent to bed!  From this you may be as confused as I am, especially while the world of physics moves on (!) with an attempt to re-create the beginning of the world as we know it.  Confused ? You’re not alone. The Large Hadron Collider experiment is under way which, perhaps early next year, may (or may not) result in scientific advances.  Personally, it would be my priority if  the vast sums of money that have gone into this experiment could have been better used  to benefit the millions of people who are still struggling to find food, water and shelter, but you would expect me to say that!  Russell Stannard, an eminent and former Professor of Physics at the Open University and an Anglican Lay Reader, has been involved in public and broadcast debates with the renowned Physicist Dr Richard Dawkins who is an avowed atheist. For all their academia and doubtless interest in the boundaries of science, they agree however in affirming the dignity of human beings against the tendency to regard humans as merely a form of evolved animal. As for the ‘Big Bang’?  Christians already have the answer – “In the beginning God…”  Why not pick up a Bible and refresh your memory of the Creation story. You know, it has a striking similarity to scientific theory and conjecture. Now, there’s a funny thing!   -   God Bless you and yours. -   Duncan
(Rev. Duncan Shaw – 4 Manse Road, Kinloss – 01309 690931 )

Profiles of a President ?

Following last month’s profile of Barack Obama, this month we look at the spiritual profile of the other main contender in the race for the White House . 

John McCain on the other hand was raised in the Episcopal Church and attended a Church School but he no longer considers himself a member of the Episcopal faith. For a number of years, he and his wife Cindy have attended the North Phoenix Baptist Church, a Southern Baptist congregation. But McCain does not call himself a Baptist either. He prefers to simply be known as a Christian. He said, "The most important thing is that I am a Christian." 

Speaking about his experience in captivity as a prisoner of war in Vietnam, he said that prayer played an important role in sustaining him: "Those of us who gained our spiritual help and strength through God seemed to do better physically than those who basically gave up." About his prayer life, McCain went on to say, "I pray regularly, and I don't have to be getting ready for bed, or be getting up in the morning. I seize opportunities throughout the day." He also says his faith has helped him move past failure: "I haven't always succeeded; I've failed many times. But because the foundation of ... my belief is redemption, I've been able to receive additional comfort, strength and the desire to move forward again. I've sort of evolved in my religious faith. And I think probably because of my failings and mistakes in life I'm a much bigger believer in redemption. I really believe that redemption is a very important part of our religion. I'm much more of a believer in a loving God, a personal God. I'm much less inclined in every way to believe in a vengeful God."

Churches tell world leaders - 'Feed the hungry'
The world converged on Rome in the first week of June for an international summit on food security. The United Nations Food and Agricultural Organisation summit sought to tackle exploding food prices, food shortages, farming problems attributed to climate change, the use of grains in bio-fuel production, and rising energy consumption in emerging economies. The message from churches and faith communities was unequivocal: feed the hungry.

"Ensuring food security for all of the world's people is among the greatest challenges facing humanity in the early years of the 21st century," said the World Council of Churches (WCC) in a statement to the summit. "The WCC views the primary cause of the current crisis as inappropriate human actions, which have induced climate change and skyrocketing food prices," said the WCC general secretary, the Rev. Samuel Kobia while the summit was still on. "Human actions that are driven by greed have created poverty, hunger and climate change. Humanity must be challenged to overcome its greed." The WCC head said that churches have an essential role to play on this issue, and to be effective they must face the global food crisis together. 

Harvest Thanksgiving

Our annual Harvest Thanksgiving Service will take place in Kinloss Church at 10am on Sunday 5th October. We also give thanks to all farmers and growers in our community for their diligence and skill in producing the fresh food that we so appreciate. “Honour the Lord with your wealth, with the first fruits of all your crops, then your barns will be filled to overflowing and your vats will brim over with new wine”  - Proverbs 3.9 

Church Minister in talking rubbish shock

Government funding could lead to Scotland’s first "recycled" Kirk
It's not often ministers admit to preaching garbage. However, Rev. Christopher Rowe does such a thing when he speaks of his vision for a new church building in Milton made entirely out of recycled products. Colston Milton Parish Church sold their church building, their church hall where they currently worship has an astronomical heating bill and the local community centre is set to close and be replaced by a much smaller model. There is a need for a new facility which can be shared by all local people. Last week, the Scottish Climate Challenge Fund awarded them £42,809 to carry out a feasibility study investigating the construction and maintenance of an ecologically and economically sustainable building for the benefit of the people of Milton. Christopher explained how a whole variety of materials could be used to make a community facility which would include a worship area: "There are loads of things which could be used for this project, old drinks cans, earth, wood, old car tyres, rubble from demolished buildings, car windscreens, the list goes on and on. "A wonderful group of men and women who drink in the woods got inspired by the idea when I was telling them about it, so they started bringing their empty beer cans to the manse to use in the new building." (No, don’t even think of it – Ed!)
Parish Register - August

Funerals
With our sincere condolences to all who are bereaved

11th August - Mrs Audrey Cunningham 4 Seaforth Place Findhorn

*** 

Kinloss Church Refurbishment

Progress is being made both in raising funding and in researching contractors and suppliers. Updates will continue in K&F so watch this space! 
Inter-Church Travel!
The Minister is aware that the congregation of Kinloss and Findhorn, although only 2 miles apart, is often lighter at one end than the other and vice-versa! Whilst not everyone has access to transport, perhaps someone may wish to organize a car-sharing scheme that would be good (1) for the old carbon footprint and (2) for the greater enhancement of the fellowship that we already enjoy  !  You get my drift?  Look forward to seeing you all on Sunday. 
Holy-days !

Several attempts to get away from it all during the summer have failed at the first hurdle due to a variety of circumstances involving the 4  churches in the linkage! The Minister still intends to take a break and at the time of writing it looks like being the 15th- 22nd September. During this period pastoral support (i.e.) funerals etc will be conducted by Rev Gordon Henig (01309 672558) and the Sunday Service on 21st by Rev David Anderson.   

August Competition Winner

Congratulations to Mrs Rose Chester of Glebe Rd Kinloss

Who was the first to correctly perceive that 

‘The colour of dirt is blue’.
As always a small prize will be awarded.

(No competition this month.)  

And Finally…

Minister: ‘Did you notice how my voice filled the whole church this morning?

Minister’s Wife: ‘Yes, a lot of people had to leave to make room for it !’ 
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From the Manse…

There was excitement in the Manse the other week and an air of expectancy, as I offered to cook our family meal. The reason for the ever so slight raising of an eyebrow by the usual Chef de Cuisine, is that I once (only!) had the dubious honour of setting fire to an oven full of Yorkshire puddings! Whilst flames in a gas oven are acceptable, apparently they are not so welcome in an electric one. Fortunately for me and the Manse, on this occasion everything went according to plan, much to the relief of Forres and Gordonstoun fire crews who had been put on standby! Food though, has become a passion in the western world hasn't it? We've become a nation of foodies. It's hardly surprising, given the amount of TV celebrity chefs venting their overdone egos on hapless trainees and in language that could flambe a fillet at forty feet! We are approaching that traditional time of Harvest; a time when our churches are filled with fresh fruit and veg and many other symbols of plenty. Yet there are still so many stomachs in the world that are bloated due to a lack of food! Still there are youngsters, even babes in arms, who are but skin and bone and whose lives are measured in minutes. We shake our heads, but still send our goods to the usual safe places. Perhaps this year we could act on some of the special appeals for dry goods and life-saving nourishment? "For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink. I was a stranger and you invited me in. I needed clothes and you clothed me”………

 As if we needed  reminding  !   -   God Bless you and yours. -   Duncan
(Rev. Duncan Shaw – 4 Manse Road, Kinloss – 01309 690931 )

Profiles of a President ?

This month and in next month’s K&F Church News, we shall look at the profiles of the two main contenders in the race for the White House from their spiritual manifestoes! Barack Obama wasn’t raised in a religious household., he states that he "grew up with a healthy scepticism of organized religion." His father was born a Muslim but became an atheist as an adult. His mother's family members were "non-practicing" Baptists and Methodists. It was after college that he encountered a "spiritual dilemma." He realized something was missing in his life and he felt drawn to be in church. Obama said he had begun to sense God beckoning him to submit to His will and dedicate himself to discovering truth. So one day he walked down the aisle at Trinity United Church of Christ in Chicago and affirmed his Christian faith. In June 2006, he refers to himself as a progressive Christian. His denomination, the United Church of Christ, is described as "a mostly white denomination known for the independence of its congregations and its willingness to experiment with traditional Protestant theology."    Obama has said that his faith is "What keeps me grounded. It's what keeps my   eyes set on the greatest of heights." He has also said, "Faith doesn't mean that   you don't have doubts. You need to come to church in the first place precisely because you are first of this world, not apart from it. You need to embrace Christ precisely because you have sins to wash away - because you are human and need an ally in this difficult journey." In his book, The Audacity of Hope, he writes "I am not willing to have the state deny American citizens a civil union that confers equivalent rights on such basic matters as hospital visitation or health insurance coverage simply because the people they love are of the same sex—nor am I willing to accept a reading of the Bible that considers an obscure line in Romans to be more defining of Christianity than the Sermon on the Mount.                                                    

 Next month a profile of Presidential contender – John McCain
The Lord of the Rings and the Christian Faith ?

by Fr Edmund Little
When Peter Jackson began filming J R R Tolkien's The Lord of the Rings in New Zealand excitement became intense. Spies still prowl round his sets seeking the latest news. Web sites are agog with speculation about the film and the actors in it. Rarely in the publicity is any mention made of the fact that Tolkien was a  practising Christian and devout Catholic. It has often been said that  his work reflects his Faith. He once wrote to a priest friend, 'The Lord of the Rings is of course a fundamentally religious and Catholic work; unconsciously so at first, but consciously so in the revision'. The Gospel proclaims that the meek shall inherit the earth. It is the humble and insignificant hobbits who deliver Middle-earth from evil, while the wise and the proud play a secondary role. Faith and hope are woven into the fabric of the novel. Most readers recognise and appreciate this, while warming to a story well told by a master craftsman. Optimism and good narratives are abhorrent to some species of literary critic who also complain that that the novel lacks the sexual explicitness which would help make it suitable for adults. True, The Lord of the Rings says nothing about sex but it does give great insights into love. That too is a gospel value which should not be abandoned for all the 'adult' literature in the world!
The Church and Money !

        The Barna Group helps serve churches with information by offering statistics,
        resources, seminars and custom research on current cultural and spiritual              

        trends. In recent times, such research groups report that church giving and  

        tithing in recent years have shown a decreasing trend. The Barna Group's  

        director, George Barna, has said this trend is influenced by the following 
        factors: "Some people lack the motivation to give away their hard-earned    

        money because the church has failed to provide a compelling vision for how     

        the  money will make a difference in the world." 

1. "[Some] see their giving as leverage on the future. They withhold money from the church because they do not see a sufficient return on their investment."

2. "[Some] people do not realize the church needs their money to be effective. Their church has done an inadequate job of asking for money, so people remain oblivious to the church’s expectations and potential."

3. "[Others] are ignorant of what the Bible teaches about our responsibility to apply God’s resources in ways that affect lives."

                4.  "The final category are those who are just selfish. They figure they    

                       worked hard for their money and it’s theirs to use as they please.
                       Their priorities revolve around their personal needs and desires”
Scotland's churches take part in 'National Conversation'
Eleven Christian church leaders and representatives accepted the Scottish Government's invitation to meet at Holyrood on 19th June as part of the "National Conversation" on choosing Scotland's future. After a day of reflection, the following statement was agreed: "We recognise that the Church is on a journey as well as our nation; all of us are going to struggle to get to where we need to be. But for the Church, as well as for our nation and our communities, we aspire towards these Christian values characterising our common life in Scotland: A nation that is shaped by the principles of love for God and for all human beings; a nation that promotes dignity and justice for all; a nation that promotes faithfulness in personal and community relationships; a nation that demonstrates compassion and care for the weak and the marginalised; a society in which the voices of all can be heard; a people who are less concerned with their own welfare and more concerned for the well-being of others; a nation that strives for excellence and in which all can experience life in all its fullness; a nation that welcomes the unique contribution of those who are making the new Scotland; a state that promotes the well-being of all its citizens without exceeding its authority. For us, these values are rooted in Jesus and have distinctively shaped Scotland's story as it has developed over the years; where they are lived and practised, we find they resonate with people of other faiths and of none. Having shared together in a day of reflection as part of the national conversation on Scotland's future, we will therefore encourage all who are part of our churches to get involved in the conversations about our constitutional future, seeing these aspirations and hopes as the context for the debate." (If you have any observations on the above article, please write to K&F or contact the Minister directly - Ed)
This Month's Competition '• Imagine a world in which the colours of things have changed from what we consider normal. Assume the following changes: Snow is now red. Grass is now black. The sky is now brown. Blood is now white. Soot is now green. In such a world, what is the colour of dirt? First all correct answers to the Manse by 25th August will win a smaii prize! There were no entrants for last month's competition. The answers may be found in: Ezekiel 45:11; 1 Kings 4:12; Esther 3:7; Psalm 83:11; 2 Kings 6:25
Every good wish and blessing on their Marriage
25
th July at Findhorn Church: Bruce Amadick and Deborah Jane Camplin
And our sincere condolences and prayers to all who have been bereaved
1 June Funeral Service of Mrs Janet Barber, 16 Glebe Road, Kinloss
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August 2008From the Manse...
Beijingo! It will soon be upon us, and in the Manse we're limbering up for the Marathon. Mind you, I'm aye a candidate for the High Jump and should be fit for it after 28 years of training! Best be careful now, for I'm Sailing close to the wind! If you havn't guessed what I'm on about, the Olympic Torch is about to be lit in China. Not without controversy, the Games have been marred by Tibetan uprising, earthquake and flood as well as the smog that rises from ever increasing industry and an outsize carbon footprint! Somehow, the background of Mount Olympus in Ancient Greece, where it all started, seems so very attractive. Perhaps a return both to the original location, thus not requiring new Stadia to be constructed every 4 years, and to the pure and natural spirit of sportsmanship, would provide a far more interesting and competitive event? The Games have been around since 776 BC if not earlier. Mention of them is made in Psalm 19 and Proverbs. Certainly St Paul knew of them and used the example of an athlete's strict training for those seeking to better their Christian faith and witness. So do please keep on with your spiritual exercises for, as Paul says, 'Your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God.. .Therefore honour God with your body' - Now just where did I leave my 'plimsoles'?     God Bless you and yours. Duncan
••„ ..,..„
OLYMPIC
(Rev. Duncan Shaw - 4 Manse Road, Kinloss - 01309 690931 )
•     •""'*' ':    ' '•'
'    '   ••'              GAMES     • '••      .*"•*'••: ••••"••
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The Hunger Site...
was founded to focus the power of the Internet on a specific humanitarian
need; the eradication of world hunger. For most of us, hunger is short-term,
with a simple and foreseeable solution: easy access to a wide array of food and
nutrition choices. But for over 850 million people in the world, hunger is a daily,
inescapable reality. According to the World Food Programme, one in nearly
seven people does not get enough food to be healthy and lead an active life,
making hunger and malnutrition the number one risk to health worldwide—
greater than AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis combined." Not only are the risk
factors facing malnourished people dramatic, the results are catastrophic. Estimates indicate that 53 percent of deaths among pre-school age children in the
developing world are due to complications caused by malnutrition on top of
diseases such as measles, pneumonia and diarrhoea launch in June 1999, the site
has established itself as a leader in online activism, helping to feed the world's
hungry and food insecure. On average, over 220,000 individuals from around the
world visit the site each day to click the yellow "Click Here to Give - it's
FREE" button. To date, more than 200 million visitors have given more than
300 million cups of staple food. The staple food funded by clicks at The Hunger
Site is paid for by site sponsors and distributed to those in need by Mercy Corps
and America's Second Harvest. Since 1979, Mercy Corps has provided $1.3 billion in assistance to people in 100 nations. Supported by headquarters offices
in North America, Europe, and Asia, the agency's unified global programs employ 3,400 staff worldwide and reach nearly 14.4 million people in more than
35 countries. Second Harvest is a Food Bank operating in many states of the
USA. At the same site, there are opportunities to support other charities and to
purchase Fair Trade goods. (If you have a computer, why not view this site
and, maybe even decide to make a donation ? - Ed)
www.TheHungerSite.com An Apocryphal Tale?
Jesus and Satan were having an on-going argument about who was better on the computer. They had been going at it for days, and God was tired of hearing all the bickering. Finally, God said, I have had enough. I am going to set up a test that will run for two hours, and from those results, I will judge who does the better job." So Satan and Jesus sat down at the keyboards and typed away. They moused. They faxed. They e-mailed. They e-mailed with attachments. They downloaded. They did spreadsheets! They wrote reports. They created labels and cards, charts and graphs. They did every job known to man. Jesus   , worked with heavenly efficiency ...and Satan was faster than hell. Then, ten
minutes before their time was up, lightning suddenly flashed across the sky, and, of course, the power went off. Satan stared at his blank screen and screamed every curse word known in the underworld Jesus just sighed. Finally the electricity came back on, and each of them restarted their computers. Satan started searching frantically, screaming: "It's all GONE! I lost everything when the power went out!" Meanwhile, Jesus quietly started printing out all of his files from the past two hours of work. Satan observed this and became irate. "Wait!" he screamed. "That's not fair! He cheated! How come he has all his work and I don't have any?" God just shrugged and said, "JESUS SAVES"
Church Refurbishment
Our thanks go to the volunteers who recently sweated and toiled in the heat, and in very cramped conditions, to renew and improve the storage space under the pulpit at Findhorn Church. Together with the new kitchen facility and ongoing redecoration, Findhorn Church will, in today's parlance, be 'fit for purpose' for many years to come. It is now the turn of Kinloss Church to have a similar upgrade. As you will be aware, as the oldest building, it has no hall or kitchen facility and is much in need of re-juvenation. As one Parish, we have a duty to    ,, support both worship centres. So, if you have a skill to offer, or just want to donate towards our Fabric fund to help with the costs, please contact either, Gordon Rhind, the Fabric Convenor or Robin Miller, the Treasurer. Above all, let none of us lose sight of the following:
"The Church is not a building, the church is not a steeple,
The church is not a resting -place, the church is a people.
I am the church! You are the church! We are the church together!"
And Finally...        /
44
u
"How many church members does it take to change a light bulb?" "Who said anything about change ?"
How long should a Sermon be about?' About God....and about 10 minutes!"
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This Month’s Competition: What is it? 

There are some very strange not to say peculiar words in the Bible. Not as easy as it seems! 
1.
Is a BATH (a) something with bubbles or (b) a liquid measure?
2.
Is BAANA (a) a mis-spelt fruit or (b) an official from Megiddo?.
3.
Is NISSAN (a) the 1st month of the year or (b) a form of transport?

4.   Are OREB and ZEEB (a) cartoon characters used to tell modern versions of the Bible stories on Channel TV  or (b)two princes killed in battle?

5. Is KAB (a) a measure or (b) part of a chariot?

First all correct answers to the Manse by St Swithun’s Day will win a small prize! Congratulations to John Scott who won last month’s and knows his colours! 

LATE NEWS

Tennis Star Andrew Murray has just blown a Gasket!

***

Florence: My doctor told me to give up golf!

Friend: Why? Is it bad for your health?

Florence: No, he saw my scorecard !

***

Bill: Doctor I feel I must be the worst fisherman in the world.

Doc: Don’t worry – it’s not catching!

And Finally…

You’ve had Wimbledon, now anyone for strawberries? On Sunday 13th July from 2pm why not visit the annual Alves Church Strawberry Tea. An afternoon out without travelling too far and usual stalls.  
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From the Manse…

Do you ever read autobiographies? I do occasionally, even though spelling the word makes my eyes go funny! There are a lot of these in our book stores and, just in case you are in any doubt – yes, they are real life stories that people write about themselves. Perhaps already that speaks volumes!  Politicians and those very much in the public eye are often the first to tell ‘their life story’ before some Fleet Street hack gets in first. There they are, sitting in WH Smith smiling all the way to the bank, as we queue up for our signed copy!  Don’t get me wrong, some of these life histories are very interesting and a good read, especially so when written by someone whose life experience and credibility can inspire others for the greater good.  As I write Wimbledon nearly over save for the finals, so you might imagine a little raising of the ecclesiastical eye, when I read that a very talented young tennis player, by name of Andy Murray, has written his autobiography at the ripe old age of 21years! Perhaps I’ve missed out, but at the age of 21, I was still in raptures about passing my Higher English and for the rather lovely ‘Miss’ who marked it! It’s not Andy Murray’s ‘fault’ of course, just the encouragement of sponsors and financiers who see a potential ‘net’ profit to be made! Mind you, on the other hand, Jesus of Nazareth never wrote a book, yet more has been written about him than anyone else in world history. Jesus never travelled the world, yet he has more supporters worldwide than any other person, living or dead. As ‘His’ sponsors, let us encourage others to read what has to be the greatest biography ever written! In tennis parlance - it’s Ace!  

May God  bless you and yours. - Duncan

( Rev. Duncan Shaw – 4 Manse Road, Kinloss – 01309 690931 )

NOW… YOU’RE TALKING!
JERUSALEM — The International Council of Christians and Jews has awarded its Interfaith Gold Medallion for 2008 to the director of an Israeli inter-religious group dedicated to involving religious leaders in promoting reconciliation and coexistence. Rabbi Ron Kronish, who was among the founders of the Inter-religious Coordinating Council in Israel in 1991, received the Interfaith Gold Medallion, “Peace through Dialogue,” from the British-based Sigmund Sternberg Charitable Foundation on June 23. Past award recipients include the Queen, former German President Johannes Rau, and Lutheran Bishop Krister Stendahl, who died on April 15. The Inter-religious Coordinating Council in Israel works with religious leaders, women, educators and youth to promote Jewish-Arab coexistence and peace-building projects in Israel. It is an umbrella organization comprised of 75 Christian, Muslim and Jewish institutions and serves as the Israel section of the World Conference of Religions for Peace, and is a member of the International Council of Christians and Jews. Kronish said that by linking the teachings and values of the three Abrahamic faiths — Christianity, Islam and Judaism — his group seeks to transform religion’s role from a force of division and extremism into a source of reconciliation, coexistence and understanding. “I have seen people go through intensive personal transformation … people who have not had dialogue with the other have come out with a more positive attitude towards the other side as a human being and not just someone at the end of a gun,” Kronish said.               (Jaw Jaw better than War War! – Ed)

Church Refurbishment

The Kirk Session has appointed a sub-committee to review the layout and improve the facilities at Kinloss Church. It is hoped that, like many churches in Scotland, they can become useful community assets with a dual purpose of providing a worship centre and also as a facility that may be used for other activities. Once the sub-committee has had time to review what is required and plans are formed, parishioners will be kept informed of developments for this exciting and important new chapter for our church community.
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These pictures show how a church layout, not dissimilar to ours, can look after sympathetic refurbishment and of how the space can be used in different ways. 
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The RAF Kinloss Voluntary Band…don’t have to dress up in fancy uniforms to entertain us! They are however ready to lead our Annual Songs of Praise by The Piers, Findhorn at 6 30pm on Sunday 20th July. Tell your friends and make sure they come. It will be a great way to wind down after the Findhorn Village Fair. In the event of inclement weather, The Milne’s Institute will be available, and also for refreshments afterwards.
.   

NEWS REPORT FROM HARARE

 Zimbabwe police and security forces have raided the Harare offices of several Christian groups, arresting the general secretary of the Student Christian Movement of Zimbabwe and other officers and staff. The student Christian group accused the government of President Robert Mugabe of  “declaring war against its own people,” following the June 9th raid in which its general secretary, Prosper Munatsi, was arrested. Heavily armed members of the police, central intelligence and military units swooped on the Ecumenical Centre in Harare, which houses the offices of several Christian organizations, including the SCMZ and the Zimbabwe Christian Alliance. Police ransacked the SCMZ offices and confiscated computers, laptops, digital cameras, and a minibus. Four staff of the Zimbabwe Christian Alliance were also reported to have been taken in by police, as was a member of the Ecumenical Support Services. Commenting on the raid on the offices of the Zimbabwe Christian Alliance, Useni Sibanda, the alliance’s national coordinator, said, “This is pure harassment of church organizations. We are just doing our usual work and we don’t understand why we should be attacked by riot police like this.” One alliance staff member was reported to have been hurt in the raid.  

(Ed.)  Please continue to pray for the people of Zimbabwe and freedom from the oppression that has so damaged what was one Africa’s most prosperous countries.

Parish register for July
Our sincere condolences and prayers to all who have been bereaved
30th June - Funeral Service at Findhorn  for  James Duncan Davidson

