Pentecost – Whit Sunday is that?
As if you didn’t know! Yes on Sunday the 11th May (Findhorn) we’ll celebrate Whit Sunday which will be reflected in our Readings, Prayers and Hymns. Pentecost – to give it its religious name and traditionally 50 days after Passover – does get Christians of every hue into a bit of a whirl! So what is it ? Well in simple terms it reflects the belief that Jesus is prepared to live within us. Now if that sounds weird, think of it in this way. In ordinary speech we might say ‘That ‘so and so’ is a right Don Juan’ when we mean that the sort of qualities found in that character are reflected in that person. That more or less defines what a Christian means when he or she speaks of having Christ’s spirit within them. St Paul probably put it better when he wrote, ‘When the Holy Spirit controls our lives he will produce this kind of fruit in us: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control (read Galatians 5 from vs 22)

The disciples of Jesus were literally ‘born anew’ into a new and liberating experience of life. It was that new life that inspired those few ordinary individuals to form the basis of what was to become the worldwide Christian faith that we know today!  Be there and celebrate what is also regarded as the birthday of the Christian Church.        
Funerals 
(Our sincere condolences to all who have been recently bereaved)

12th  April – Mr Tam Fairley - Findhorn

*****
ANSWERS TO LAST MONTH’S BIBLE COMPETITION!

(There were no entrants, so no winners!)
1.Horeb(Jud2.9)2.Sinai(Ex19.11)3.Nebo
(Deut 4.1).4.Gilead(Jud.7.3)5.Gilboa(1Sam 31.1) 6.Carmel(1Kings.18,19;38)
7.Zion(Ps48.2)8.Hermon(Deut 3.9)9.Ephraim(Jud2.9)10.Gerizim(Deut27 .12)
11.Ebal(Deut 27.13) 12.Ararat(Gen.8.4)13.Moriah(Gen22.2)14.Olivet(Acts1.12).
15.Paran  (Deut 33 .2)
**********

And Finally…
A teacher pointed a ruler at the worst girl in the class. 
“The person at the end of this ruler is very stupid” she said

“Which end?”asked the girl!
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From the Manse…

Regrettably, as I write, industrial relations at the Grangemouth oil refinery have reached an all time low. The consequences have been far reaching and have effected us all, the more so in our rural communities. Perhaps the words from Matthew’s Gospel have an even more pragmatic ring to them than before – “The wise took oil in jars along with their lamps”! On a more serious note, it is sad that in this day and age, labour relations have had to revert to the old days of strike action and picketing rather than civilized negotiation. One can’t help but feel that the apparent stalemate has not been helped by the media interviews given by the respective parties whose “Words were softer than oil, yet were drawn swords” Psalm 55.21. Let us hope and pray that common sense will prevail and that a dignified resolution may be found. Speaking of oil and the temporary closure of the Forties Field, reminds us all of the reliance that we place on the oil and gas industries off-shore and yet which we take so much for granted. It was a great day when the first oil came to our shores so many years ago yet within living memory. “The rock poured me out rivers of oil”( Job 29.6) was indeed another act of God’s providence for which we should be truly thankful. The price of oil however is costly not only in its extraction and refining, but also in injuries and in lives lost. Many in our community will know or have known those who have been injured or lost. This July will mark the 20th anniversary of the Piper Alpha disaster when 167 out of the 229 people on board lost their lives. Many others still bear the physical and mental scars of that tragedy.  On Sunday 6 July 2008 at 2.00pm there will be a Service of Remembrance in the Kirk of St Nicholas Uniting, Union Street, Aberdeen  conducted by the Rev Andrew Jolly, Chaplain to the UK Oil and Gas Industry.Within the Kirk is St John's Chapel also known as the Oil Chapel. There rests the Book of Remembrance that records the names of all those who perished in the Piper Alpha disaster.    –  God Bless, yours aye, Duncan.  

( Rev. Duncan Shaw – 4 Manse Road, Kinloss – 01309 690931 )
Meet Father Jack Mahoney

No, he’s not the one from the Father Ted TV series!  As well as being a Jesuit priest for over 40 years, Jack Mahoney is Emeritus Professor of Moral and Social Theology in the University of London and is a former Principal of Heythrop College, University of London. He is the author of several books and of many articles on general and applied ethics, including medical ethics, business and professional ethics and theological ethics, and he has lectured and broadcast widely in these subjects at home and abroad.  Whilst a professor at the London Business School, (an institution dedicated to wealth creation!) he would take his MBA students and bombard them with ethical dilemmas in the hope that it would sharpen their moral outlook.  For instance he would ask, what should you do if you discover that your suppliers are using child labour? Is advertising immoral if it plays on people’s vulnerabilities?  He said,‘I want them to be aware of the ethical implications of the conduct of business in all its manifestations. I would like them to be sensitive to the ethical dilemmas involved. If they say,’I’m not interested in honesty or keeping promises’, then I’ll say ‘well you are going to meet a lot of people who are, so you should know about it!’  (I wonder if any of the management at Grangemouth studied under him? – Ed) 
Churches Together at Edinburgh

The National Gathering for all of Scotland’s churches takes place in the Royal Highland Centre, Ingliston on 3-4 May 2008. The National Gathering is a part of the Church Without Walls movement, that seeks to encourage church leaders and members, of whatever denomination, to meet the challenges of being a church

on the move. Albert Bogle, Chair of the Church Without Walls Planning Group, says, “What could happen in Scotland if 20,000 Christians were filled with compassion and sent out to live in their community as disciples? It is our prayer that we will all become more inclusive and less exclusive; that we will begin to consider ourselves as disciples of Jesus rather than members of a particular denomination. That we will all become interdependent, learning from each other in humility and grace.” The National Gathering provides an opportunity to do exactly that. One of the most dramatic features will be a Tented Village for visitors to explore. Churches have the opportunity to invest in a tent (after the event the tents will be used for international relief by aid agencies) in which they can tell their story, share ideas, and explore their vision for the church

in their community.. As well as the tents, there will be excellent speakers and performers such as: Archbishop John Sentamu; Jonny Baker; John Bell; Fischy Music; Stuart Townend; Adrian & Bridget Plass; Michele Guinness; Professor Alister McGrath; Teannaich Ceilidhs and Andrea Wigglesworth. In addition, a full range of seminars will provide visitors with ideas and thoughts both for their  church and their own faith. Children and young adults will discover plenty for them in the KidZone and YouthZone with activities from face painting, story-telling and puppets for the younger children to dj-ing, urban dance, skateboarding, live bands and much more for teenagers.
(Why don’t the organisers of these events lose the Central Belt mentality ? 

How about Perth next time ? – Ed)
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 ?
To enable us, in the Church, to meet our commitment to Our Calling, and the Priorities of the Church of Scotland, we need to ensure that all are able to worship in our churches; all are taken seriously in their Christian growth; that all are equipped to serve, and that the way in which we share our message makes sense to everyone. Sadly, sometimes, we don’t all find that the Church does include us. Often there are barriers, invisible to many of us, that prevent some people from being included. These barriers may be physical - literally not being able to get up a series of steps to the communion table. The barriers may be the unseen culture - 'the way we do things round here'; new people may not feel included, and sometimes people who do know the culture and don’t like it, dare not say so.  Maybe all of us, at some time, have felt excluded in Church, be it physically or culturally. Some people experience exclusion because of their race, their gender, their disability, their sexuality and/or their age. It is the belief of our church that this is not acceptable, and that this is not what Jesus taught us. Equality and diversity stuff isn’t something 'out there', for other people - it is about you and me. Celebrating equality and diversity is about celebrating you, whoever you are.






