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From the Monse................
with Advent and the lead up to our great Christian festival of ,Christ-mas'

come the lorrg dark nights and crisp, clear weather that often defies the
forecasters.(It'll be cold in the Trossachsl). As I rvrite, I am still mindf'ul of t
90"'anniversary marking the end ol'the Great war. christmas, during that
blootly conflict, rccorcletl the moment when solcliers of both sicles sang toget
'Still thc Night' providing a brief spiritual respite from the constant
bombarclnrent. Also that Christmas, there was the remarkable football match
played on the front lines by troops from opposing armies! A letter, rvritten
during that time, apologizes to his 'girl' that his writing is blotchy and hard t
make out, since he is scrihbling in a shell-hole that is filling with snow! The
writer was a young artist and, as his Generals planned for the onslaught of
Passchendale, his thoughts were on the fodhcoming exhibition o1'hii rvork a
how they should be displayed! It's almost as if it were business as usual, des
the wretched war all around him. This christmas, many will be trying to mal
business as usual too, even rvith the worries of 'Credit-crunch' and concerns
about redundancies and Interest Rates. Others will be thinking of loved-ones
far countries and those who are trying bring peace to foreign shores. It was tr
such a world of tension and confliot that Jesus Christ was born, in <iarkness,
rudimentary shelter, and to a yolrng conple who were betrolhecl. out of that
darkness there came a great light and a step change in the lives and love of
humankind. "You ure o chosen people, o royal priesthoocl, a holy nution, o
people belonging to God, thnt you may cleclare the praises of him who call
yott out oJ'dnrkness irrto his v,onderful light,,
May the joy antl cotnl'ort of these words be yours this Christmas - f)turcan
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Christmqs Services 2O08
' Festival of Christmas'

The Guild invite you to join them in a
'Festival of Christmas' featuring the St Aidan's Bell Ringers

On Sunday 7th Decernber at 7 30pm
Admission u, fii:il of Kirk Funds)

Christmas Eve - Watchnight 
?:?j:. 

1l 3Opm in Kinloss Church

Christmas Day - l0arn Findhorn Church
(Plcase encourage families to come and to show us one of their presents!)

Christmos Decorotion - Findhorn
For the past 14 years, Mrs Helga Stephen and Mrs Eleanor Scott have co-
ordinated the decoration of Findhom Church for the Chlistmas Season. This
year however, they don't feel able to continue and so, to both, we send our
sincere thanks and appreciation for their commitment and the enjoyment they
have provided at Christmas. This means however that we are seeking voiunteers
to take over the task both for this and subsequent years! lf you would oare to
take it on, please don't be shy and contaot Bill tsarber the session clelk at the
earliest opportunity . (6903 49)

Post of Chunch Officer
Mr John Scott has intimated his resignation tiom the post of Church Off'rcer,
ftrllowirrg his inrminent relocation to Forres. We are indebted to John for his
gcntlc and kir-rdly ways, especially so at Funerals and his compassion for those
who have been bereaved. We wish John and Sheila every blessing in their new
home. This means of course that we are now seeking a new church officerl
Anyone who may be interested in this post are asked to contact either Bill

Rarber (690349) or Robin Miller (690213)
. l',.

,i.'iii;i, Church of Scotland HMAIDS Project
l" Pleasc clon't forget about this deadly disease that is still rife in so many
' parts of the World. Our World Mission contact, John Scott, reminds us

ol'1he chulch of scotland's continuing work overseas in response to
this deadly disease. one of our mission partners also sends the following
report.



I-il V /l\llJb can De oao nelvs. rn many Alncan countrles lt reached eplclernic
proportions quite some time ago, and its dire consequences are all too well
known. However, there are many people determined to make the best of thei
circumstances, as Jenny I'-eatherstone, a mission partner in Zarnbia, has
discovered. Jenny lives in the north of zambia, teaching at the Mindolo
Ecumenicai Foundation and united church of z,ambia seminary. In recent
months, she has also begun to form links with a grollp of l{lv positive peopl
who meet in the Kitwe township of Kamatipa, a name that means ,'fiiud" in
Bemba, the local language. Extreme poverty means it is a struggle simply to
survive. water polluted "by copper mining and ignorance", suggests Jenny,
means that residents tend to buy their water. But at a cost of 70 pence a weel
even this is more than some can afford. The HIV positive support group
includes several people who are eager to lealn how to read anrJ write. Thoug
Jenny's Bemba is not good enough for her to teach, she is able to pass on
rnethods for teaching adult literacy to two or three facilitators. In turn, they l
lessons in a hired building which has a chalkboard. The group needs to bu
exercise books and pens, but costs should be
minimal, says Jenn1,. Another priority fbr the group
is to purchase garden tools ir, order to grow
tomatoes and other vegetables for sale. "'fhe work is
tiring," says Jenny, "particularly if you are having a
bad day, or harre not eaten anything nourishing.
With the anti-retrovirals needed to combat IllV, it is
really imporlant to eat before taking medication
otherwise you can feel very nauseous." The
Kamatipa group is now putting together a proposal
for funding for both the garden tools and also for marerials for a tie anci <iye
workshop - whicli has the potcntial to bc another source of income. Iior,
despite IIIV and against the odds, thcsc Zambian mcn and women arc
determined to live life to the full.

Next Moderofor !

lleverend Bill Hewitf is Moderator Designate of the General Assembly of tJ

church of Scotland. Ir,{r Hewitt is currently minister at Westburn Church in
Gleenock and the vice convener of Presbytery Business committee and
Convener of Discipli ne"



Church Roll.
Funeral

Our sincere condolences to all y,ho mourn.
5tl' November * Mrs Jane Souter. Findhorn

Christion Spirituolity
\\/c r.rc*g,nizc llial ilhrisliatis; clo not havc a monopoil'on spiritua!rt1,ant1tfuat,

sitr,"r,: rll pcopl* lu'c crealc:cl irr lhc imagc of Cioil (Cenesis 1:?-(t),all lrrrrnuns

havi: it spiritr,ral rlitnctrsiotrwlrjch rvill be e.xprcsscrl in a varielrr 6l'1a,avs.'l'irc
tvttrri spirifitalitr'is liiso tLstrtl 1o rc:ler'1o lhe moclel rrihicir give:i stlrctprc ancl

exltrr.::iiii0t-t 1(t ottl's;piri (rral clinrensiou. 'l'herc rlrt: man\i rlif-l'erent rloclels, srrcir 1s

"l i:r,vi r,ih" f ir rclillr i si. h4 rr:;I i n.r o r ( ]h ri:;ti an spi ri tual itl,'.

Llhrisfiiirr s;pirilunlitt'is tnodi:lcil on 1he lil'c ancl lcaching ol.leiius. nbout rv6orrr
llc iril,,r(:;r li:r,r'cr:ntrril tlrcological bclief,s (cxpressccl in the historic creecls of,tlre
chitit.:lt) lttr.l a rvirli: \,lirict\r of clher unclerstanclings. At the lielrt of'the toaohirt
ul'"lt::lt".t:; is all ctltpltasis ott ii n(:'\,\r and dynamic lif'c corrring orrt o1'lt l.cncu/erl
rclaiioLrslripr il,jtli (iod (.l.hn l0:i0). []liristian spiritualitv is Lrltimatel_v about oLrr

re1*tionship u,ith Cc'rl..Xi::rrrs canrc to showlrs more llllr,wfiat (ioci is lil<e, tcr

shii''r'tvlriil a lifi: livctl itr lr closc rclution:;hip urilh (iori cotricl be lilic, anci

thl'otlltlr ltii; tli:ltth altd t'csrttrrcclion fo miiiic such a relationship ancl lif'e possi$lc
li,r'rts.

&"{erv*r" yfi,i"i *vtrr th*lug$r.f.""?
If a pig loscs its voice, is it dis-gruntled?
Ii love is blirrd, why is lingerie so popular?

Why is the ma' who invests all your money called a broke-r?
why is .r person who plays the piano called a pian-ist, but a person who drives

a racrng car is not called a rac-ist?
Why are a wise man and a wise guy opposites?

Why do overlook ancl oversee mean opposite things?
Why isn't the nurnber" I I pronounced onety one?

A h*iJ:p'rr, h*ly ernrJ b[erss#'{, chrisfinns to ynu nll, froni L}uncnn & horothrv

.!(:()1 '+Sii.rKinlass&Findhorn Pnrish fhurch of Srotluncl llegisfered .Sco.ltish dhsritv


