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From the Monse......
A chance and rare tuning in to BBC Radio 2 recently, had me crooning along
with the airwaves, much to the dismay of 'er-indoors'! "And now the end is
near and so I face the final curtain", warbled Frank (ol' blue-eyes) Sinatra!

His problem was he enjoyed a great many frnal curlains! Alright, get to the

point, so what has that got to do with our church you may ask? Unfortunately,
rumours and counter-rumours about churches in Moray and threats of closures,

seem to be on many folks' minds and it is, quite naturally, disturbing! The thing
is, that down through the ages it has ever been thus. One doesn't have to go back

far even in local history to witness changes that have reflected the need to review
and revise. In our linked Charges, we have at least proved how we can share, and

do meet together for special events. I hope and pray that this will continue to

move forward in faith, love and mutual respect. Now, as most of you are aware,

it is with considerable sadness that I have to slow down physically (not

spiritually - praise God!). Soon, our Kirk Sessions will meet with the Interim
Moderator (Graham Crawford) who will ensure that a Locum is in place as soon

as is possible. Now, unlike 'ol blue eyes' I'm not even thinking about any frnal
curtains! I would like you though at this time to read a portion from the Old
Testament in Lamentations 3 v.2I-23.
ooYet this I call to mind, and therefore I have hope: Because of the Lord's
great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. They are

new every morningl great is your faithfulness"
For your patience, perseverance, love and laughter, but mostly your support and

kindness, may God bless you all. Duncan and Dorothy
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What a Grey doy!
INCREASED life expectancy could be to blame foi dwindling church
attendances, a new paper has suggested. The research for ,.The Greying church:
The impact of life expec-tancy on religiosity',, published online in the
International Journal of sociar Economics. was undertaken by Dr Elissaios
Papyrakis, from the University of East Anglia, and Dr Geethanjali Selvaretnam,
from the University of St Andrews. The paper suggests that longer lifespans
m-ean that people are tempted to put off worrying€bout what will happen to them
after they die. Life expectancy in the West is forecast to continue to rise from its
current average of 79 years, it says; so churches will have to accept that their
congregations will be largely made up of older people. .,Many religions and
societies link to some degree the cumulative u*ourrt of religitus .Ifort to
benefits in the afterlife," Dr papyrakis says. ,,we show that higher life
expectancy discounts expected benefits in the afterlife, and is iherefore likely to
lead to postponement of religiosity. . . "For this reason, religious organisations
should be prepared to accept and attract a 'greying chuich', particularly in
countries which have a high life expectancy.,,

(why not just stick to one age ? r'm stil 24 inmy dreams! -Ed.)(Who are you kidding ? ,er-indoorsi)

ft's Funny How...
...hard it is to read a chapter in the Bible,

But how easy it is to read 100 pages of a best selling novel.
.....people want to get a front seat at a game or conceft

But scramble for a back seat at church services.
....we need2-3 weeks notice to fit a church event into our busy schedule,

But can adjust our schedule at a moments notice for other events.
....how hard it is for people to tell others a simple gospel message,

But how simple it is to repeat gossip.
...we automatically believe what the newspaper says

But always question the Bible

Whot kind of Church are we?
ours must be a listening church: listening church: listening to the questions
people are actually asking. We must listen to those who diifer frorrrus. Nothing
is so destructive as doctrinaire certainties. This must be a questioning Church
continually developing in its understanding of the mysteries of God. But it must
provide stability and permanence at a time of uncertainty. We must be aware of
those who come here anonymously consciously o, u.r"orrr"iously seeking God.
we must give the same attention to the ordinary as we do to a Royal weaaing.

(by Rev Michael Mayne - Former Dean of westminster)



The essence of Easter is about following a sense of hope and purpose into
our future. It is about following the Jesus who has ,ogone before usrr- says

George pattison

Just think how different our public debate about religion would be if we
reconceived it as a debate about hope rather than about belief. When we ask: .,Do
you believe in God?", the only real answers are: "yes',, ,.No,, or,,Maybe,,, as if
God is some kind of object out there, some kind of fact or being, like Bigioot orlife in space, that might or might not exist. what if we began thinking oicoa
less as something or someone that might or might not exiJt and more as the
object of our best and truest hopes, as the p.o-ir. that the best is yet to come and
that we can be more than we are and otheithan we are: less the Aipha, the God
who_ was in the beginning, and more the omega, the God who is the life of the
world to come? Then, the question would be Gss: ,,Do you believe in God?,,and
more: "what do you hope for? on what have you set your heafi? Is it something
you would dare to call - divine? Is it something worthy of being called good? '
Godly? Holy? Is it something that all - and noijust yol alone - could call a
blessing?" Then, there would be much more to say than.,yes,, or,,No,, or
"Maybe". (This is an extract.from the Aprit 20r I issue of Reform)

Cross.... obout o polm ? We should be!

A CHRISTIAN employee is being investigated by bosses at the housing
association where he works for refusing to remove a small palm cross from his
van's dashboard. colin Atkinson, aged,64, has displayed the cross in his
electrician's van for the past r5 years. But wakefrlld oistrict Housing (wDH)
asked him to remove it, after a complaint from one of its tenants. Mr Atkinson
has refused. He said: "I'm realry shocked and surprised by all of this. I have
always had that cross in my van. It's a symbol of my personal faith. It,s not
offensive. It's in a discreet place, and i am acting lawfully.,,His case has now
been taken up by the christian Legal centre. Andrea wiliiams, cEo of the
christian Legal centre, said: "This smacks of something deeply illiberal and
remarkably intolerant. Freedom of expression now needs to be robustly
defended. when a mal can't display a palm cross in his van in a histoiically
christian country, it should give people serious pause for thought !



Force for good
A London iaw graduate has turned his back on a potentiall.v lucrative career and made it his

mission to improve conditions in African prisons r,vhere wellare andiustice are often in shorl

supply. Ilv Sall,v Williams. (coumes,v of 'l'elegraph magazine) In the sick bay at Kigo ilrison

outsicle Karnpala- I jganda, an inmate witli malada is asking for potatoes. I'le must be

clelirir-rus because the onl,v food prisoners evei get is trnsho (h-riled nraize flour sen'ed in

great gobs) and beans made into ar.vatery soup.'the sick bay is a grim. dark rrrom r.r'ith black

bricknork and scunrying r"odents. There are no beds, onl-v seven matffesses on tlre floor;

clirti', half-trnrar.elled tirings. And tlrere are ne 'er enough drugs or painkille.rs. hi the

subtenanean gloom. Alexa:rder i4clear1 a y'ourg man fiam sotrf,r l,ondon- is w-alching over

the prisona"." '\\4reir he trkes food he is just r,'cmiting' the guard reports to h4cleal- r'r'ho is

crouching b,v the prisonels side, ready to transtonn this man's li1b. and manv like it. N4clean.

25. is the scs of higJr achiever r.r'ho makes nonlal inunarx; feel thev have r,v'asted their lives.

(Alexancler makes me thinlC u4rat dicl I do with n:,v lilb','' a close friend sa1'5. 'Did I sleep the

r.vhole tin-re l) A magistrate and bardser (altlrtruglr nrrt 1'et practising). he is sard,ving fbr a

PhD altJ is the director general of Afiiczur Pdsons Project (APP), tlie justice and welfare

ciraritr.' tirat lre founded u.hen he q,as 19. He speaks at intemation:rl prison conferences, and

has become ti'jends r,vithJon Snorv, theiotriraiist. Mcl-ean does everything from
providing food to washing prisoners in hospital. N4cLean iras been

recognizeil an a global level throughTeat.fiutd and has chosen hirn lbr its Inspired

hrdividuals ptogranxne . To he\:. conlact eilJrter Tenrfund.rtrg or ufi'ictuqtrisrtns.org

T;;;i.
(our thoughts and prayers for all those who are bereaved)

Francis G Legge, Whiteinch, Kinloss - 20''' April

And finolly......
Not one line of the New Testqment wos written - not one

sentence, whether 6ospels, Epistles, Acts, or Apocolypse, wos

penned - qport from the conviction thot he of whom these things

were being written hod conguered deqth ond wos olive forever.
(Jomes 5 Stewort)

May Grace, mercy and Peace be with you all, evermore!


